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w,Day 5 - Focusing On Things That Matter In
“ Our Prayers

Priorities Of Faith

“Pray then like this; Our Father in heaven, hallowed by your name. Your
Kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is heaven. “ (Matt. 6:9, 10,
ESV)

A New Focus in Prayer

Focusing on God and things that matter is important in our prayer life as well. Often
our prayers are weak and ineffective because they center only around ourselves. We
pray to God about what we wish to have. We focus on our needs and the challenges
we face rather than on God.

Prayer that is pleasing to God has a refreshingly different focus. The focal point is no
longer our “want-to-have list” but God Himself. This perspective is the key to a new
prayer experience. Prayer that is pleasing to God first recognizes God as my faithful
triend whose companionship I seek because He is important to me, not because I
want something from Him. Who He is, is much more important than the things He
gives me. Knowing Him is the reason I want to talk to Him in the first place. Without
Him, my life is de-centered and lacks the proper perspective. More important than
anything I can ask for should be my desire to be with Him. His presence and who He
is become the center of true prayer.
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God-centered Prayer Transforms

Prayer that is pleasing to God begins with a desire to be with Him. It does not start
with my wishes and requests. When my prayer requests are not anchored in this
loving relationship with Him, they circle more around myself than God and His
will. Once I understand that my relationship with God is the center of prayer, my
requests gain a totally new focus. I begin to think and pray from God’s perspective.
I start to view my requests, my wishes, my yearnings, and my whole life through
His eyes. This perspective ennobles prayer. Remove the relationship aspect from
prayer, and prayer becomes one-sided, selfish, and wrong. God-centered prayer
frees my thoughts from revolving around myself. It allows me to become honest
with God. In the light of His love and holiness, I begin to see myself differently.
The true purpose of prayer is not the fulfillment of my wishes but deepening my
relationship with the lite-changing God. It is so easy to ask God for something
before I have enjoyed His companionship.

When I consciously think about God’s character, His qualities, and what He is able
to do, and when I express my adoration in my own words, my prayers are filled
with spiritual life, admiration, and awe. No longer are my prayers centered on my
problems but on God, who is the Master of all my needs. Such prayer lifts me up
into His presence. It does not change God; it changes me. Why not start praying
like that? It will change your life.

Let’s pray together.
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